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But, Seenappa Naik, not convinced by the reply,
said in a commanding tone, 'Let me see it, bring it here',
nuch to the consternation of his wife.

Lakshmi Bai then went inside, baffled and upset that
she had to tell a lie to her husband, which she was not
^iven to. She felt that she should not present herself
)efore him again, without the nosering - the thought
eading her to an instant decision.

In consequence, she determined to end her life then
ind there, rather than appearing before her husband
vithout the ornament.

Lakshmi Bai, engrossed in the thought that there
\/as no purpose in delaying matters any further, prayed
3 the Almighty with a resolve.

"Oh Narayana, you always shower your devotees
/ith your merciful grace, when they are in distress. But
/hat a trial is this for me now! Circumstances have
onjured up against me to utter a lie and for having been
ympathetic towards an old man, I am to lose my life
ow. Will my husband spare me otherwise for what has
appened - I would rather prefer dying here and now."
^/ith these thoughts in mind, she hurriedly took off the
iamond ring she was wearing and rubbing it in a cup of
^ater, was intent upon gulping the liquid, to end her life.
nd lo, when the cup was taken to her lip, she heard the
oise of something falling in it. The next moment, the
osering that had been gifted away by her was found in